TO THE ATTENTION TO ALL THOSE INTERESTED IN THE PROCEDURES FOR INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

Dear Madame, dear Sir,

In the period following 01.12.2007 the Ministry of Justice, in its capacity of a Central Authority of the Republic of Bulgaria under the Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption, has entirely changed its policy in the area of international adoptions and makes every legal and technical effort to find in proper time the appropriate adoptive parent and family care for each child entered into the register. 

The new policy and organization of the work lead to substantial results and the number of the successfully concluded intercountry adoptions has been considerably increased. The administrative procedure terminates with the explicit consent for adoption given in writing by the Minister of Justice – 169 files for obtaining explicit consent by the Minister of Justice for adoption of 184 children have been processed in 2008, while in 2007 the number of consents given was 81 for 85 children.
An open and transparent environment has been created for the participants in the procedures of international adoptions and the process has been substantially accelerated. Public criteria for selection of an appropriate adoptive parent and a principle of successiveness in examining the prospective adoptive parents’ applications, coordinated with and approved by the Accredited Organizations for International Adoptions Association and with representatives of the accredited organizations have been introduced and are strictly observed. In the strive to achieve a dialogue and efficiency of the international adoption procedures, meetings with NGOs and accredited organizations are held on regular basis during which common decision are made and they are jointly implemented.
On 7 October 2008 was held the hundredth meeting of the International Adoptions Council whose composition was entirely changed at the end of 2007 in conformity with the recommendations of the Council of Ministers Inspectorate. In the period from 13.12.2007 until 07.10.2008 the Council, with its new members, has had 30 meetings – 1/3 of all meeting held for the time of its existence.
The International Adoptions Council performs extremely intensive work – its members gather every Tuesday, 3 or 4 times monthly and at each meeting they examine not less than 20 files of children and not less than 70 applications of prospective adoptive parents respectively. From the beginning of the International Adoptions Council’s activity, in its new compositions, until the end of 2008 there are 372 proposals for 415 children made, which, compared with the data for 2007 – 91 proposals for 95 children – is sufficiently indicative for what has been done, with the necessary care for the abandoned children.

In 2008 was elaborated a Regulation for taking special measures in respect of children with health problems, special needs or who are at an age more than 7 years for which there are no appropriate adoptive parents in the register or there are candidates registered but they have refused to adopt. General information about each such child is published on the website of the Ministry of Justice upon decision of the Council to this end. In the event of a request made by an accredited organization further data and a picture of the child can be provided with the purpose of finding adoptive parents. The activities in this direction are pursued exclusively in partnership with foreign accredited organization with expertise in the preparation and motivation of the families which would accept and take care of children with special needs.
In order to ensure the greatest transparency possible and clarity of the adoption procedures, from 2007 the Ministry of Justice publishes weekly on its official website information about the meetings of the International Adoptions Council, information about the files of prospective adoptive parents that have been examined in their numerical order.
Exception from the successive numerical order when considering the applications of the prospective adoptive parents could be made by the Council where there are priority cases of children with disabilities and children at higher age whose chance to find parents, due to this reason, is considerably lesser as well as where on the agenda is a child whose brother or sister has been already adopted by an adoptive parent who is entered into the register. The application of such adoptive parents may be considered with priority regardless of when they have been entered into the register. Basic criterion in the Council’s activity is undoubtedly the best interest of the child.

Convinced that finding a home for each child is the noblest goal for which it is worth making efforts, the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Bulgaria and the International Adoptions Council work strenuously to address certain problems from the past.

All letters, instructions or other materials published on the website of the Ministry of Justice before 01.12.2007 which are in contradiction with the present one should be deemed void!
18.02.2009

ILONKA RAICHINOVA

DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE

AND CHAIR OF THE INTERNATIONAL

ADOPTIONS COUNCIL 

(signed – illegible)

